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Session: Can AI Systems Really “Think”?    
 
AI May Be Able to Beat Go, But Can It Win Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader?  
 
Abstract:  
 A panel of scientists working towards creating computers that operate at the same 

capacity of a human brain discussed the possibility of this happening, the progress 

they’ve made and if all of the hype on computers taking down the human race is 

something we should legitimately fear.  

 
Session:  
 The day before I attended this session, I went to another session on artificial 

intelligence called Will AI Augment or Destroy Humanity? The engineer that created Siri 

is working on a new project called Viv, which is essentially Siri on steroids, and he left 

me completely convinced that within a decade the world was going to turn into that 

iRobot movie and computers were going to wipe out the human race. Call me dramatic, 

but I was rattled to say the least. One of his co-engineers that’s working on Viv was on 

the panel for this particular session, and him along with the two other panelists essentially 

shut down this notion, and explained that while computers have made huge strides in 

recent years, they’re no where near the point of being intelligent enough to compete with 

the human race.  

 If you’ve been following AI, you’re probably aware that the AlphaGo program 

beat reigning world champion, Lee Sodel, in the ancient game of Go (check it out here). 

This was once believed to be impossible, and this has sparked a lot of the panic 



associated with AI and its ability to outsmart the human race. The panelists 

acknowledged that AlphaGo is an incredible feat for the AI world, but it highlights one of 

the largest issues in artificial intelligence that most people don’t understand. The 

AlphaGo program was programmed to solve one, specific problem. Just one. AlphaGo 

had enormous capacity, but only in one narrow, linear direction. Can super intelligence 

programs like AlphaGo pass something as simple as a 4th grade science test? The 

panelists unanimously agreed that right now, there’s no program that can even come 

close to passing. If a computer can’t a question as simple as, what is the powerhouse of 

the cell, is it really time to run around outside screaming “the sky is falling”?  

 Nick Bolstrom gave a TedTalk on AI and its “uncalculated powers”, and the 

panelists said this is a prime example of AI scientists over promising and under 

delivering. (In this case, I think I’m okay with under delivering...) One panelist compared 

statements like Bolstrom’s to claiming you’ve made steady progress to the moon just 

because you’ve climbed to the top of the tree.  

 There are numerous other issues that come with trying to program a computer as a 

human brain, specifically autonomy and the ability to feel emotions. Programs like 

AlphaGo aren’t able to form statements, like “I want to play a different game” or “I don’t 

want to play right now”. There’s zero emotion intelligence associated with these 

computers, which is something us as the human race should take note of. The panelists 

don’t see computers picking up on emotions anytime soon, and this is where the human 

race can stay ahead. In a few of my classes, we’ve talked about the importance of EQ, but 

it hasn’t really been emphasized in most other classes. If this is the major leg up humans 

are going to have over computers (at least for the time being), educators should definitely 



start turning their attention to helping their students develop their EQ.  

 To end the discussion, the panelists talked about what they want to see from AI in 

the future. One of the main challenges programmers have been running into is that these 

computers aren’t able to speak in fluent sentences, nor can they hear a sentence phrased 

two different ways, with the pronoun changed, and comprehend what the different 

pronouns are referring to and the overall meaning of what was just said. We as humans 

do this naturally, but computers don’t have these capabilities, and they’re not even close. 

More importantly, one of the panelists explained that there needs to be numerous super-

AI systems so a checks and balances system can come into play. He wants to see ethical 

machines get created so we can do our best in ensuring that all artificial intelligence is 

playing by the rules. I believe a system like this would significantly change some of the 

negative connotations associated with AI, and allow people to sleep easy, knowing that 

all of the information is being monitored.  

 
Conclusion:  
 Yes, there have been remarkable strides in computers and artificial intelligence 

that have completely transformed some of the ways we live our daily lives. And it’d be 

straight stupid to believe that these kinds of transformations won’t continue. However, 

there’s been very little progress in general AI as a whole. Right now, we’re at 1+1, and I 

don’t know anyone over the age of two that can be defeated by 1+1.   

	  


